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Editorial Note

Address stable food challenges
reality. Figures and statistics authorities
are sharing is it the real situation on the
ground or some unscrupulous individuals
has already exported the maize. Remember many nations are facing drought challenges out there.
Every challenge that business people
face, an alternative is found, simple a skill
to make return on investment and business people are the most aggressive lot.
As National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA)
waits for contracted bidders to deliver maize supply, the issue of price has
brought a stalemate.

Editor: Andrew Maramwidze

F

ood insecurity is fast becoming a
challenge for most countries,
challenging authorities to do
more to alleviate the situation.

The bidders are business people that will
not be stuck with stock forever, somewhere an alternative will be found. We
cannot share all the possible options that
the traders have but authorities should
stay alert.

Yes, government has been adjusting the
price to attract suppliers and to build up
stocks at the silos. However, the question
is price adjusting sustainable, how deep
are government coffers, will maize buying
drain dry fiscal pockets, at the expense of
other projects.
Something needs to be done to stabilise the trader’s demands spiraling out of
hand, before they make food insecurity
real for the country.
Can someone liaise with traders to stop
holding the nation at ransom and possible
remind them, they have a duty to serve
the nation, show some patriotism.
Remember to share your thoughts,
comments and inquiries on
drewmara@gmail.com
Enjoy the read!

Local the threat could be a mirage, as
government is confident the nation has
enough stable food.
Negative market forces are at play, is the
words we hear from authorities, traders
are said to be charging ‘abnormal prices
for abnormal profits’, hoarding is rearing
its ugly head already, maybe the unanswered question is why are traders being
unrealistic.
Economics teaches us that demand and
supply control markets, maybe before we
say traders are being unrealistic, is it not
an issue of government failing to accept

4
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Cover Story

Traders’ greediness breeds food insecurity

A

uthorities have blamed the
country’s current food insecurity
on traders’ greediness to make
abnormal profits.
Kondwani Nankhumwa, the Minister of
Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development told parliament that the country
has enough maize stocks, allaying fears
of food security.
He said the food security situation has
been exacerbated by collusion of traders.
Nankhumwa said the private sector is
still keeping about 55,000 metric tonnes,
while maize stocks held by government
institutions – National food Reserve
Agency (NFRA) and ADMARC is estimated at 19,992 metric tonnes.
The development is amid the MK10 billion for the procurement of maize allocated the ministry of agriculture to replenish
the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) in the
2019/2020 budget. According to Nankhumwa procurement of maize this year face

Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com

enormous hurdles, ranging from traders
hoarding stocks to unnecessary bargaining of prices to make abnormal profits.
For example, 99 bidders were awarded
contracts to supply maize to NFRA, but
all of them did not deliver the maize to the
agency, with price being the main reason.
“The situation threatens food security
status in the country and renders effective planning and decision making
difficult for government,” he said.

the expense of fellow Malawians.
“Prior to the recent maize price adjustment of K310, NFRA had only procured about 774 metric tons while ADMARC procured 15,839 metric tonnes,”
Nankhumwa said.
Nankhumwa said the adjustment has
brought positive response on the inflows.
However, the minister has suggested that
to ensure food security include the release
of 7,000 metric tonnes of maize from the
Strategic Grain Reserves through ADMARC to be sold at a subsidized price in
all identified deficit areas.

Government has been adjusting the price
to attract suppliers and to build up stocks
at the silos. Indications are that the minimum price of maize was set at K150 per
kilogram but was later revised to K180 –
K200, then K250 and recently to K310 per
kilogram which is open up to end February 2020.

Other measures are procurement of
18,000 metric tonnes of maize flour and
the plan to contract farmers, cooperatives
and companies that have capacity to produce and supply maize for reserves.

“Despite these price adjustments, traders
continued hoarding maize stocks with the
objective of making abnormal profits at

“This will protect government in the event
that market forces lead to price fluctuations,” Nankhumwa said.
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Agriculture cornerstone to economic growth

A

uthorities have announced that any inclusive growth
strategies to propel the local economic prosperity must
start with transforming the agricultural sector.

Statistics indicates agriculture’s contribution, qualifies the sector
to be the mainstay of the economy.
“The sector provides about 90 percent of our export earnings
which contributes about 30 percent to our GDP,” said Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development Kondwani
Nankhumwa. In addition, agricultural sector employ over 65 per-

Attract youth to farming

G

cent of total labour force in Malawi, and 70 percent of agricultural labour force are women.
With the launch of Agriculture Commercialisation project (AGCOM), a nationwide project for six years with financial loan from
the World Bank, more productivity and diversifying both the food
and export is expected.
The project will target viable value-chains in crops such as legumes, horticulture, livestock and fisheries including aqua-culture.

overnment has been challenged to incentivise the
agriculture sector in order to attract youth involvement
in food production and value chain initiatives.

“But I want to tell you that if agriculture can start producing
profits, young people will start flocking to the sector,” said
Jager.

South Africa-based world farming expert, Dr. Theo de Jager said
agriculture sector has failed to lure the participation of young
people although it remains the backbone of so many economies.

The renowned farming expert further said it is more mindboggling
to note that majority of the hunger-stricken households across
the globe are farmers whose primary occupation is agricultural
production. “When agriculture isn’t seen by governments and
farmers as a business, then you are on the losing side. We must
encourage each other to be profitable farmers,” he said.

“This is because they see farmers struggle to put food on the
table. They say agriculture isn’t sexy enough for young people.

6
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Fall armyworm
worsens looming
drought challenges

D

ata collected across the country has indicated that an
invasion of crop-munching fall armyworm caterpillars
has inflicted a further blow to food security, where
nearly two million people have already been hit by drought.
Government has revealed that the invasion has hit 467 000
farmers in all 28 farming districts in the southern African country,
according to the latest statistics.

Around 144 000 hectares of crops have been hit, a figure nearly triple that of 2017, when President Peter Mutharika declared
a state of disaster after 20 districts were affected. The latest
outbreak has affected sorghum, millet, rice and the staple crop
of maize, which is also called corn, Chief Agriculture Officer
George Lungu told this publication.
“The level of damage is moderate to severe and in some
fields, farmers require replanting,” he said.
Around 1.9 million people are already struggling with food shortages as a result of a drought that has gripped much of southern
Africa.
“The armyworm invasion will worsen their already food insecurity situation,” said Alfred Kambwiri, an independent agricultural
expert. Government is distributing pesticides to help the farmers control the infestation.
The fall armyworm caterpillar is the larva of a moth (Latin name
Spodoptera frugiperda) that is native to warm regions of the
Americas and can fly up to 100 kilometres a night, according to
the UN’s Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO).
The species was first detected in central-western Africa in early
2016 and “then quickly spread across virtually all of sub-Saharan Africa,” the FAO says on its website.

Munthali market soya
beans, groundnuts and
rice to Rwanda

A

mbassador Glad Chembe Munthali wants agriculture
trade to grow between Malawi and Rwanda. The country’s new Ambassador to Rwanda told President Paul
Kgame that the two countries should do business and live together as one.
Munthali announced intentions to promote the African Continental Free Trade Area (ACFTA) by promoting best produces from
Malawi to Rwanda.
“We have got a lot of soya beans, ground nuts, and the best
rice in Malawi. The rice that when you eat, you can smell from
a hundred kilometers away,” he said.
In exchange of Malawi’s agricultural package, Munthali said he
will work with Rwandans to find what they too can sell in Malawi.

Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Government prioritise agriculture
commercialisation

G

overnment has vowed to
significantly transform the
agriculture, as the sector
remains the mainstay of the economy.

new wealth,” said President Mutharika,
adding that through the project, farmers
and organized associations, will have access to financing, well-structured markets
and improved feeder roads.

Launching the US$95 million Agriculture Commercialization (AGCOM) project funded by the World Bank, President
Mutharika said imperative that any economic development strategies towards
economic development and prosperity
should start with transforming the agricultural sector.

The President beamoned that currently
most Malawians do not have enough capital to invest in agriculture, despite access
to markets, poor storage and processing
systems and poor transportation network
challenges.

The AGCOM project is a nation-wide project to run for six years until 2023, expected to transform the agricultural smallholder sub-sector from currently subsistence
to commercial orientation. “Our agriculture way of life has been growing food;
let agriculture be our way for creating
10

Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development, Kondwani Nankhumwa,
said AGCOM should transform Malawi
from being mostly a consuming and importing to producing and exporting country. “AGCOM is aimed at increasing productivity and diversifying both the food
and export base of this country. In this

regard, the main objective is to increase
commercialization of agricultural value
chain products.
“These agricultural value chain products are products of farms and agribusinesses, including crop, livestock, and
fisheries products sold domestically or
exported, with or without processing,
depending on market requirements,”
said Nankhumwa.
The project, according to the minister,
is being implemented by supporting the
integration of small-scale and emerging
farmers into value chains by improving
their capacity to finance and execute
productivity-enhancing investments and
respond to the requirements of end-markets and buyers (off-takers).

Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Cannabis, steaming all over Africa
By WANDILE SIHLOBO*

I

      n his 2020 State of the Nation
      Address, South Africa’s President
      Cyril Ramaphosa noted that “this
year we will open up and regulate the
commercial use of hemp products,
providing opportunities for small-scale
farmers; and formulate policy on the use
of cannabis products for medicinal purposes, to build this industry in line with
global trends. The regulatory steps will
soon be announced by the relevant ministers.”

This is already part of the sectoral master
plans that are being developed, specifically the Department of Agriculture, Land
Reform and Rural Development, as well
as at the Department of Trade, Industry
and Competition.
South Africa is not the only African country that is suddenly taking interest in cannabis.
A number of Africa countries have in the
recent past reformed their cannabis regulations – moving away from it being a prohibited drug to a source of income as an
exportable commodity.

having issued commercial licences to
two operators, and looking to potentially
legalise medical cannabis cultivation in
2020. Other countries, like Eswatini, have
also put in place a draft bill regulating
cannabis.
Similarly, to Zimbabwe, cannabis production in Eswatini is restricted to medicinal
purposes and scientific research.
Malawi has also moved glacially in putting
in place its own licensing regime.
Export markets and foreign exchange
earnings are the key drivers for cannabis
regulatory reforms in this country.
In short, many African countries are gradually considering legalising the cultivation
of cannabis for medical and scientific purposes. Those countries where reforms are
in motion are using the Canadian code as
a guide for developing their licensing regimes. For many of them, the major mo-

tivating factors are boosting exports to
earn hard currency, reducing unemployment, rural development and increasing
agricultural productivity.
Broadening their tax base is another important consideration, which in the South
African case has been noted by the Finance Minister, Tito Mboweni.
I won’t dwell much on my ideas about
how South Africa should explore the virtues of cannabis as I have also covered
the subject in one of the chapters in my
upcoming book —   Finding Common
Ground: Land, Equity and Agriculture  —
which will be published by Pan Macmillan
in April 2020.
*Wandile Sihlobo is head of economic
and agribusiness research at the Agricultural Business Chamber and author of
Finding Common Ground: Land, Equity
and Agriculture.

This is motivated by the promise of riches, with many policymakers viewing the
burgeoning cannabis industry as offering
prospects for boosting rural economic
growth and job creation.
This seems to be particularly the case for
South Africa, although it is still unclear
how much revenue the country can derive
from this plant.
Such countries include Lesotho, which
was the first African country to issue licences for the cultivation of medical cannabis in 2017.
This saw international investment being
directed into the country in 2018. Zimbabwe issued its first cannabis licence in
March 2019.
Zambia is the latest country to legalise
medical cannabis, announcing in December 2019 that medical cannabis for export
would be permitted in the country.
However, the government has stressed
that cannabis will remain prohibited for
domestic use.
Uganda has also taken positive steps towards legalisation of medical cannabis,
Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Agricultural Trading Company
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Agricultural Trading Company Limited

At ATC we pride ourselves
in delighting our customers.
And with our network of 17
shops countrywide and
dedicated staff, we are geared
for service with exceptional
customer satisfaction.

Physical Address: Auction Floors Rd,
Plot No. 29/76, Kanengo,
Lilongwe Malawi
Phone: (265) 1 710-240
Email: atc@atcmalawi.com
Website: www.atcmalawi.com
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Sustainable farming helping families to cope
with climate change

P

atricia and Overton started
working on constructing their
garden outside their home in
July 2019. Already, they have seen major
progress and are reaping the rewards.

They are one of many families in the area
who’ve been given support and advice by
CADECOM Zomba. Overton said: “There
are many other families with good gardens but you are seeing ours because we
are close to the road!.”
Trócaire partner CADECOM Zomba have
helped the beneficiaries in this project to
set their gardens up using an agro ecology approach. The techniques of agroecology are a vital tool for farmers adapting to
a climate that has radically changed.
Trócaire has been working on the project as part of the Scottish Government’s
Climate Challenge Programme Malawi
(CCPM). The CCPM is administered by
SCIAF and being implemented by Trócaire, in partnership with eight local partners.
In the last few decades Malawian farm14

ers have had to deal with an increase in
extreme, intense rainfall and flooding and
an increase in hot days and dry periods.
The vast majority of households in Malawi are headed by small farmers who depend on reliable rainfall and fertile soils to
get by. Most small farmers have relied on
maize as their main crop. It is a crop that
is particularly vulnerable to crop failure in
this new climate.
Trócaire’s partners CADECOM Zomba are
helping families to diversify their crops
and move away from being heavily dependent on maize.
Patricia and Overton are growing tomatoes, sweet potatoes and pumpkins together. They are also growing other local
vegetables; Chinese cabbage, mustard
vegetable and amarathus.
Growing a number of different crops
close together is a common feature of
the agro-ecology approach. It can help
to conserve and enrich soil quality, and
make maximum use of the available
space. The garden is enclosed to protect

if from livestock.
To get the maximum value from their land,
CADECOM Zomba have taught participants in the project how to make juices
from vegetables like sweet potato.
These gardens in Zomba, often referred
to as kitchen gardens, are working with
nature in a way that’s designed for long
term sustainability.
One of the key goals is to make sure the
soil stays fertile which means avoiding
chemical fertilizers and pesticides Patricia showed us how they use a natural
pest killer made with neem leaves in their
garden.
Overton showed us how they have also
started sack gardening using stones and
manure. This ‘vertical gardening’ is a
great way to grow drought resistant crops
in a way that conserves water and makes
maximum use of limited space.
Overton said: “We spend about two
hours a day working on the garden but
it is worth it.”
Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Business,Companies & Markets

New Holland and Case grab Massey Ferguson
market share

A

slump in the popularity of
Massey Ferguson tractors has
seen the brand’s market share of
new sales fall to less than 10 percent in
2018.

Data published by the Agricultural Engineers Association (AEA), an umbrella
group for machinery manufacturers, revealed that it was a tough year for the
Agco brand, with Fendt sales also in decline but Valtra sales slightly up.
The figures are a reversal in fortune for
Massey after it grew its market share
in 2017 to more than 14% – its biggest

share of the market for five years.
The AEA also revealed that close to one
in three tractor buyers chose John Deere,
solidifying its position as the number-one
brand in the UK.
It sold 4,405 tractors – 12.5 percent more
than the 3,915 it sold in 2017.

percent   increase in sales from 1,028 to
1,500, and New Holland increasing by
16.1 percent from 2,180 to 2,532 tractors.
This meant the combined CNH group
grew by six percent to 29.2 percent of the
new tractor market, allowing it to replace
Agco as the second largest new tractor
retailer in the UK.

However, the biggest growth in market
share came from New Holland and Case
IH owner, CNH Industrial.

The AEA publishes monthly figures on total tractor sales, but has to delay splitting
them by manufacturer due to European
competition law.

The two brands combined sold 4,032
units, with Case seeing a whopping 45.9

Last year, there were total sales of 12,333
tractors.

Pyxus itches for value-added agriculture

P

yxus, the newly established
agriculture company says is
ready to provide value-added
products division (VAAP) and service delivery to Malawian farmers.

Incepted in December 2018, Pyxus’s
VAAP focuses on building support for the
development of markets and diversification among farmers.
With an initial investment of US$11million,
Pyxus Agriculture Limited (Malawi) has
five business areas to propel including
direct farming, smallholder production,
groundnuts production, crop services
and biomass. The company will be buying cash-crops from farmers, add value
Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com

and then sell value added products into
the local and international market.
Not only that, the company will also provide farm inputs and extension services
on contractual agreement.
Addressing media recently Pyxus’s Managing Director, Ronald Ngwira disclosed
that the company is targeting 10,000
farmers from Ntcheu to Rumphi in the initial year of its services.
Ngwira assured Malawian farmers of
quality agricultural service delivery for
crop diversification with products valuable markets.

On the company’s relationship with Alliance One Tobacco Malawi, Ngwira said
both institutions are managed by one parent company Pyxus International Inc.
“Pyxus Malawi focuses on non-tobacco
crops while Alliance Once remains with
tobacco business. However, Pyxus will
provide quality extension services to all
farmers for quality productions.
“We are here to stay to help farmers
focuses on building the value-added
processes that will further support the
development of markets for these crops
and diversification of farmer incomes,”
said Ngwira.
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Regional News

Crocodile industry in crisis as export tax bites

T

he Zambian Crocodile Farmers
Association (ZCFA) has warned
the industry faces imminent closure as the imposition of this year’s 10
percent export duty takes effect. Zambian
crocodile skins are prized the world over
for high-end footwear, handbags and garments, but now some US$1.3 million of
crocodile skins are sitting in cold storage
because farmers cannot raise the upfront money to pay the tax.
Two farming operations are closing, with
another two planning to follow.
“The situation is dire,” said ZCFA chairman Johann Jordan. “Farmers need this
revenue from sales to run their farms,
and the nation needs the foreign exchange we generate from these exports,
but this tax is on the verge of killing the
industry.”
Since the export duty was introduced
in January, crocodile farmers have paid
US$350,000 on skins exported, and this
has sucked out all the liquidity from the
industry, he explained.
Operations are being wound down and
there has been virtually no egg incubation
16

this year, just as the industry was finding
its feet again after a tightening of grading standards that prompted a change
in growing methods, stocking densities,
chemicals and food formulation in recent
years.

ports by commissioning a tannery and a
manufacturing workshop to add value to
small-scale crocodile skin products, for
both export and local sales, and to supply
the tourist industry, have now been put on
hold.

In 2018, Zambia exported about 31,685
farmed crocodile skins, but projections
show this will be reduced to about 22,000
skins this year, down by almost a third,
and half that exported in 2015.

The international market from crocodile
skins – which are a renewable resource
- is estimated to be worth more than
US$100 million. Farmers cannot add the
10 percent export duty to their sale price
because it would make Zambian skins
uncompetitive in the global market. Farmers cannot absorb the duty due to already
low profitability in the sector.

“There are more than 600 jobs at risk,
mainly in rural areas. Bearing in mind that
it takes about four years to establish a
crocodile farm, the chance of any resurrection of the industry once collapsed, is
unlikely,” said Jordan.
Engagement between the association
and the Ministry of Finance since January, have not resulted in the tax being reviewed, despite suggestions that crocodile skins were caught in wider legislation
on the export of hides and skins due to
an administrative error, as they were not
specifically mentioned in the 2019 Budget
speech or prior consultation.
Plans by the industry to add value to ex-

“Crocodile farming is a foreign exchange
earner and generates employment. It is
an industry that should be attractive for
long-term growth and not short-term fiscal gain,” added Jordan.
“The time is now critical for a decision to
be made by Government if this industry
is to survive in Zambia, and therefore as
an association, and on behalf of all our
members and staff, we sincerely appeal
to Government to abolish this export duty
on reptile skins and save the crocodile
farming industry from total collapse.”
Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Passionate about centre pivots

A

t SENTER360 we are proud to not only supply
products but build long term relations with our
clients by delivering a package of high quality
and excellent service. The SENTER360 centre
pivot, manufactured since 1994, is known for its excellent
quality and strength above industry standards. We are
part of the irrigation industry for more than 25 years and
have interests in South Africa, Africa and in the rest of
the world. We are passionate about our centre pivots.
We do not only build a tough, very strong structure but
spend time on small detail to make a big difference in
your everyday life.

All new and old** SENTER360 panels can be controlled
by your cell phone*, Tablet*, computer or base station
by adding a simple plug in “Communicator” unit of your
choice (GPRS/cell network, Wi Fi or radio unit). Full pump
control, VSD control and feedback is also available on
the same system.
*(Android, IOS and other)
**(older panel controls are limited to on/off, direct mm
adjustment, run and stop feedback communication.)
New panels have full function internet controls, record
keeping, graphs, etc.

STRUCTURAL STABILITY
SENTER360 tower trusses are manufactured from pipe
and not angle iron as is commonly used is other brands.
The advantage of the lighter material enables us to
use two more sets of trusses per tower than is possible
with angle iron trusses, ensuring an exceptionally
strong structure. An added advantage of the pipe truss
structure is its aerodynamic superiority above angle
iron as a structural material. That is the reason for a
SENTER360 machine withstanding a windstorm of 158km
hour (actual field data), confirming the reason why no
SENTER360 was blown over in a recent storm (the only
brand not blown over) Standard long base beams, sturdy
tower supports, stabilizing rods, diagonals and a low
centre of gravity contribute to exceptional stability.
INNOVATIVE CONTROL PANELS
The same modular principals used throughout the
entire SENTER360 design is also visible in our control
panel design. Our ‘basic” control panel is similar in
functionality to the top panels of most other brands.

Contact us at +27 18 469 1331 or +27 82 564 5955
Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Regional News

Speedy response on fall armyworms outbreak
in Namibia

N

amibia’s agriculture authorities
have directed the regions with
pesticides to start the spraying
programme fall armyworms, as outbreak
is reported.

ed by the pest to ensure timely control
of the fall army worm and African worm
outbreak,” said said Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry executive director, Percy Misika

In addition, all the crop growing regions
were directed to intensify awareness
campaigns to educate farmers on the
identification, ecology and control of the
pest.

With Namibia still smarting from the prolonged drought period, farmers’ efforts
seem to have hit a setback as fall armyworms and African armyworms are attacking crops.

“The Ministry will continue with surveillance, using pheromone traps in areas
which are not yet reported to be affect-

The fall armyworm was reported on 6
January 2020 in areas such as Sibbinda, Kongola, Ngoma, Bukalo, Itomba,

18

Nsundwa, Kasheshe and Musanga in the
Zambezi region.
“Following these reports, this confirmed
the several hectares of farmland are adversely affected by the worms.
“The crops in these areas are at different growth stages, from germination,
vegetative to flowering stages, which
is highly susceptible to fall armyworms
and African armyworms,” said Misika.  
He said the area’s most affected are in the
Zambezi, Oshana and Oshikoto regions.

Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com
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Masiyiwa calls for farming to leverage on
technology

Z

imbabwean billionaire Strive
Masiyiwa says deliberate choice
to do farming will drive food security and prosperity for Africa.
“I am convinced, more than ever before,
that agriculture will be at the heart of the
continent’s journey towards inclusive
economic growth, affording our people
a decent living and continuing to build
their resilience to shock,” said Masiyiwa.
He said the continent will not see suffering on the scale of Ethiopia’s mass starvation in the 1980s, when close to eight
million people became famine victims and
over one million died.
“This transformation has been ushered in
by focused and intentional investment in
Ethiopia’s agricultural sector.”
Citing Alliance for a Green Revolution in
Africa (AGRA) set up 15 years ago, as one
of the pillars of farming on the continent.
Masiyiwa said taking stock indicates impressive results, positive impacts, and
fruitful collaborations.
“AGRA has played a role in giving over 22
million farmers in 18 African countries access to improved seed varieties that have
doubled and sometimes tripled yields.
“These are farmers, 70 per cent of Africa’s population, who own less than five
hectares of land. This has been made
possible through the establishment of
over 110 small African-owned seed
companies that have produced around
800,000 tonnes of seeds,” said Masiyiwa.
He applauded that farmers now have easy
access, not just to seed, but other inputs
through the network of village shops that
AGRA and partners have helped to establish.
“As a result, the average distance travelled by farmers in search of inputs has reduced from 60km in 2006 to 10km today,
and in Kenya, it is as low as 4km. Markets
have also been opened up for farmers to
sell their produce, resulting in increased
incomes and improved livelihoods. The
private sector has become increasingly
engaged. The results have been tremendous – reduced poverty, general economic growth, and better nutrition.”
He further congratulated African governAgri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com

ments that have accepted the challenge
to prioritise agriculture.
“We would not have reached 22 million
farmers without your support.”

achieve that, and AGRA has been leveraging fast-growing technological innovations to help transform people’s lives in
Africa.

Masiyiwa said the capacity to produce
food is no longer the fundamental problem, as the tools for this are now generally
accepted.

“We need to continue to dream big to
make sure technological developments
are used to their full capacity to make agriculture prosperous and rural lives comfortable.

“The challenge now is to produce this
food sustainably and in a way that generates prosperity and healthy jobs for our
people and looks after the environment,
keeping our soils fertile and productive,”
he said.

“We want people, especially young
people, to move from the city back to
working in agriculture and turn it into
an industry with globally competitive
brands.”

We will not be able to build wealth for
all through agriculture, and migration to
cities will continue unabated unless we
re-imagine our rural communities in a way
that allows the next generation to aspire
to a life at the sharp end of agriculture.
Masiyiwa said technology is the way to-

Masiyiwa said technology means farmers don’t have to spend a lot of time and
money producing basic foodstuff.
“Those who go into farming are there by
choice, not by lack of an alternative or
because they were left behind, trapped in
subsistence farming.”
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Women cash in on fish farming By PATRICK NDAWALA

T

he 2018 Malawi Population and
Housing CensusReport
indicates that out of 6.6 million
economically active people in Malawi, 3.3
million are women.

The coming in of African Development
Bank (AfDB) with a project to economically empower village-based groupings
marks the genesis of Chidothi 1 Women
Group.

Fortunately, in 2015, government through
Agriculture Sector Wide Approach Programme (ASWAP) became another Samaritan and rescued the group from disbandment.

Surely, Margret Anafi and 12 other members of Chidothi 1 Women Group, under
Group Village Head Mdele in Traditional
Authority Nkula in Machinga, are among
the few productive women in the country.

“We asked for support from the AfDB for
fish farming. We had enough and favourable land to venture into fish production,”
explains Anafi, mother of four children.

“We followed advice from ASWAP to
amalgamate four ponds into one. We then
had two ponds of 45 metres wide, 49
metres long and 1.7 metres deep,” Anafi
explains.

Located about 15 kilometres from Chingale Turn-off on the Liwonde-Zomba
Road, an all-women member grouping is
into aquaculture, raising fish in a pond.
These brave women are putting into practice the ‘gospel’ according to National
Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy: promoting gender equality in the small-scale
fishing communities for the improvement
of livelihoods and socio-economic sustainability.
The entity was established in 1996 under
the banner of Chidothi Home Economics
Women Group popularly known in those
old good days as Mkomya wa pa Banja,
says Anafi, the group’s secretary.
After being subjected to name-calling,
mockery and other insults, today, Anafi is
a proud member of the group which has
inspired others such as Chidothi 2 and
Chiyambi women groups.

In 1999, Anafi says, the group sourced
a soft loan of K50, 000 from AfDB which
they spent on construction of their
first-ever 20 by 20 metres pond.
She acknowledges the role Village Head
Chidothi played in providing the group
with a virgin piece of land for free.
“Luckily, National Aquaculture Centre
gave us 2,000 fingerlings for free,” she
says.
Four years later, eight other ponds of
equal size as the first one were constructed.
However, Anafi confesses that the money
realised from the ponds could not cater
for all the needs of group members.
“After selling all the fish from all the ponds,
we only realised less than K50, 000.00.
Some members were very discouraged
and wanted to quit,” she says.

The rescuer, ASWAP, apart from giving
out 6,000 fingerlings, provided fish feeds
and trained members on feed production.
In August 2016, the group celebrated for
earning over K800, 000.00 from the fish
sales at K2, 500.00 per kilogramme.
The economically empowered women
shared the money among members and
invested some as start-up capital for Chidothi 1 Village Savings and Loans (VSL)
group.
Anafi says malnutrition cases in the area
have gone down because people are now
eating nutritious fish raised by the grouping.
In every 100 people in Machinga, 39 are
said to be malnourished, according to the
District Social Economic Profile of 20172022.
Regardless of the achievement, the wom-
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en recognise the role of men in whatever
they do.
Anafi’s husband Batani Nkula testifies
that the socio-economic status of his
family has greatly improved since his wife
joined the grouping.
“We always discuss as a family and
agree on what to do with the money.
It doesn’t matter who has sourced the
money. What matters to us is to reach a
consensus on any income in the house,”
Nkula says.
Through fish farming, the couple has constructed a house, bought four taxi bicycles and a motorbike.
Little wonder Nkula feels good every time
his wife leaves home early in the morning to take care of fish in the ponds, some
four kilometres away from the house.
Village Head Chidothi is equally satisfied with the benefits fish farming has
brought to her area. “Youngman, I am a
Agri-Malawi Magazine | www.agri-malawi.com

star among my fellow village leaders because of these women. I don’t regret giving them the land,” says the grey-haired
village head with a masculine voice.
Machinga Women Forum (MAWOF) chairperson Beatrice Chisuse describes Chidothi Women Group as a model to other
women in the district.
“From a very humble beginning, the women have really proved that given opportunity women can also perform wonders,”
Chisuse says.
Chisuse whose organisation, MAWOF,
was established in 2008 with the aim of
improving the welfare of women holistically, blames some cultural and religious
beliefs for discouraging women to take
part in economic activities.
“MAWOF has empowered 500,000 women and 200,000 girls through VSL activities and has supported over 200,000
women whose rights were at the verge of
being violated with different human rights

services. “We have also paid school fees
to 100 vulnerable girls; 10,000 people
have received justice and over 200,000
are aware of their human rights and responsibilities through our interventions,”
she says
Chisuse, however, asks government and
other development partners to support
women groups in finding markets for their
products and in capacity building.
Coincidentally, late last year, when Minister of Gender, Children, Disability and
Social Welfare, Mary Navicha visited
Machinga, she hinted on the need for
women to be economically empowered.
“Most women are denied a chance to
take part in economic activities because
they lack start-up capital,” Navicha said.
She, however, assured women that government remains committed to train
women in value addition and identification of viable markets for their products.
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